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Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD)



Increase knowledge of Education for Sustainable Development 
(ESD) and how it can be integrated into teaching.

• What does ESD involve?

• Why is ESD important, and do learners want it?

• Signpost other resources

• Group task & discussion

Timings: Intro – 15m, group activity 20m, discussion 10m

Session outline



“Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their needs.”

(Our Common Future, WCED, 1987)

Sustainable development applies to economic, social and environmental needs. It inspired the  17 UN Sustainable 
Development Goals.

Sustainable Development



Education for Sustainable Development

“Education for sustainable development (ESD) empowers learners with knowledge, skills, values and attitudes to take informed 
decisions and make responsible actions for environmental integrity, economic viability and a just society empowering people of all 
genders, for present and future generations, while respecting cultural diversity.

ESD is a lifelong learning process and an integral part of quality education that enhances cognitive, social and emotional and behavioural 
dimensions of learning. It is holistic and transformational and encompasses learning content and outcomes, pedagogy and the learning 
environment itself.

ESD is recognised as a key enabler of all SDGs and achieves its purpose by transforming society.”

(UNESCO, 2014)

Education for Sustainable Development



External factors

• Wider sector activity e.g., EAUC, Advance HE, People & Planet scores & other institutions

• Student interest, and student groups e.g., Students Organising for Sustainability.

Improve educational outcomes

• Sustainability as a field is growing enormously, it is an increasingly important part of work 
and life. Boosting employability.

• By integrating sustainability into teaching activities, we can offer learners authentic 
experiences that will provide real-world skills.

• Interdisciplinary issues will widen learners knowledge and practices and give them 
experience of wicked and messy interdisciplinary issues that require holistic solutions.

• Increasing the knowledge, and agency of our learners.

• Boosting student engagement with BNU sustainability efforts.

Why?



NUS and HEA longitudinal 
studies between 2010 and 
2017.  With similar results 
each year.

Students expressed a desire 
for courses to include 
sustainable development.

International students show 
higher levels of interest in 
ESD.

(NUS, Sustainability Skills, 
2016-17)

Data



UNESCO identified 8 key competencies based around:

Ways of thinking

Ways of practicing

Ways of being

What’s involved?

UNESCO



Ways of thinking

Image on right: UNESCO
Table: Advance HE & QAA, adapted from UNESCO



Ways of practicing

Image on right: UNESCO
Table: Advance HE & QAA, adapted from UNESCO



Ways of being
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Table: Advance HE & QAA, adapted from UNESCO



Global citizens – different lived experiences of environmental, economic & social issues

Future jobs – sustainability is becoming a bigger element of many jobs. 

Green skills – we give learners skills & knowledge they need to succeed. More likely in 
larger organisations.

Climate and social anxiety – be pragmatic and encourage hope wherever possible

How do the 8 competencies impact your subject areas?

How will you integrate these into what and how you teach?

Educational considerations



As a group consider how your different subject areas could collaborate to get 
students to explore interdisciplinary issues using these 8 competencies.

20 minutes

Group task



Key competencies



Advance HE Sustainable Development Knowledge Hub

Advance HE & QAA, Education for Sustainable Development Guidance, Executive 
Summary, 2021

UNESCO Education for Sustainable Development Goals: learning objectives, 2017

NUS, Sustainability Skills 2016-17, 2018

All hyperlinks

Other resources

https://www.advance-he.ac.uk/knowledge-hub/education-sustainable-development-0
https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets.creode.advancehe-document-manager/documents/advance-he/education-for-sustainable-development-guidance-executive-summary_1616774751.pdf
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000247444
https://assets-global.website-files.com/6008334066c47be740656954/602facb6dee480b195c5e799_20180109_NUS%20Sustainability%20Skills%2020162017_REPORT%20FINAL.pdf
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